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Tovn of Gniezno

Historical Background

1. “Gniezn‘o is one of the oldest towne in Polend where,

data, the first Polish Prince, Lech,
gixth century.
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the Polish princes and later kmgs an %;1 the tenth century, at the time of
christening of the Polish people, the first bishop seat was esteblished in Gniezno.
Since that time the town has been the sea.t of 'bhe Catholic Prlmate 50X1-HUM

2. Lon account of this historical background,‘Gnmezno has remained in modern times a
place of %radition and historic remembrance wit th, inhabitants inclining toward con-
- servatism and strong Catholic feelings. - :

Industry-Strategic T‘or‘bification 50X1-HUM

3. Regarding industry, Gniezno plays: a rather secondary role although there are some
enterprises in the town's outskirts. Régarding military importance, Gniezno, which was
formerly a fort, was returned to its important role as a strategic fort before World
Wak I as it was located in the middle of a lake area on the frontier between the USSR

" and Germany. Before,World War I, the German authorities constructed in this area

‘quite a strong fortification system with Gniezno as the strategic center of this system.
In the town itself, two large barracks were;. ‘¢onstructed which after World War I--when
the area was no more in the frontier belt but rather in the central territory of

" ‘Poland--remained a garrison for the infantry and cavalry units.

- Rach Horse Breeding - ' o 50X1 -HUM

-k, Chmong other rather imporiant ooaec s within the tovn , race horse breeding is to
be mentioned. This Mmhgess existed before World War I and is one of the largest
“enterprises ‘of “this type in present Poland. . .

- Insti tute Tor Mental Disorder ‘ . 50X1-HUM

5. DAnotl‘xer‘remta.kaa.nle 1a.rge insti tute in Gniezno is the extensive 1ns’b1‘cuue for the
treatment of mental disorders located ih the western outskirts of the town,

- popwlation . L T
SPEEEZE . . . : ~ 50X1-HUM
~-6: [ The ‘population of Gniezno 15 slightly ‘over 20,000 inhebitants. - BOX1-HUM
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8. UThe area east of Gniezho is densely covered with lakes. Before World War I,

when this district was-on the: then frontler between the USSR and Germany, the area was
fortified. However, this outmoded forivification did not play eny role during the
last war ﬁorld ar I_]j and in 1945 the Soviet offensive rolled past these fortificatlon-

jnstallatfons over the whole terrain leaving it .- . almost without any war damages.
Inhebitents e | : o 50X1-HUM

9. Upuring World War II, the Germen occtipation autheritles expelled a-number.

of Polish inhabitents replacing then with ‘a German populace from the:east (€rom.
Rumania, Wolhynia, etc.). After World War II, these Germans were in turn expelled but
only purt of the previous Polish population returned to the area. All over the aresa,

& ‘good nunber of new settlers from the fcrmer»:East'ern..:Bplish;;'}gerritory.‘are “how'living.

Hetural Resources R TS

50X1-HUM

10. UThe area is typlcal sgricultural lend with quite & good quallty of soll on which
large plentations of sugar beats are cultivated.. . The:beets are sent.for reprocessing
to sugar plante in Gniezno, Kruszwlca -east.of. the area. and. Janlkowos-noyth ogo')b(he ares.
: . o S C ' 1-HUM
. 11, “The numerous lakes are & base for en intensively obersted fishery, The central
fishery point is Mogllno where Tish smoking end cooling instellations ave esteblished,
The lakes are interlinked by streams and alffluxes but of the nonenaviguble type. Re=~
gerding industry, nost of ‘the factories in this area are for the reprocessing of
‘agricultural products. . . 50X1-HUM

12, JThe forests of the areu are under the control of the state forestry sub-district

1n Skorzecin (situated south, beyond the reach.of ‘he -sketch) .. Peat issanother natural

resource exploited in ‘this area in the vietnity.of Trzemeszno and Mogilno which is used
- for ‘loval fuel consumption. L L .

_ Probably 01l Deposits B " 50X1-HUM

13, [ The entire weslern-edge ol e area adjolns the Inowroclaw selt deposit vasin.
According to assuuptions, oil is also availuble in this basin. Consequently, rese%,qhg),-
work’ ﬁor ok17 was started in this area before World War II but with only limited ~
results. During World Waer II and alter World.Wexr II, this reseerch wag.-continued near
Trzemeszno, Here, in Huta Trzemeszynska==northwest of the town ,-and- futese--soutivest
of the town indications of oil resources were discovered, Near the same places brovn
iron ore Geposits were also found. This ore, containing only & very low percentage of

""" wetel, has not been exploited.,

i O Aty igep b
Celashe W Y

Electridiy Suppl PR : 50X1-HUM
" 14, CPracticelly the entire area has boen elec'l:rii"_ied and veceives 5;1:%._515@@@%}7‘ fron
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- Militery .Installatiens.

15. [ Military installations are almost Tully. 'Iackmg in the entire.area, except 5OX1 HUI\/I
for Guniezuo itself and its -suburban terrains.. South of Gniezno, in the former muni-
cipal forest, and south of this forest, a military dump and exercige ground have been
established. ' : S o P

&

* Bommunication . ' ‘ . - . i " :
16. DOnly linited communication investments have been observed in 'bhe ares. Bes:l.de5ox1 Hf}Pﬁ
some routine repairs on railway lines and highways only one new highway is now under

il

construction, running south of’ Trzemesz.no 1o Witkowo. Lo EE N T R
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